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Approach

• To understand the Road Safety Impacts of Speed Limit 
Reductions to the Safe and Appropriate Speed

• Lots of international literature but what happens in New 
Zealand?
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Approach

• Before and After -5 years
• Other changes

• Limited monitoring

• Locating

• Case Comparison

• 3 sites ….so far
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Analysis

• Change in speed –where available

• Change in NUMBERS Before and After
• Injury crashes

• Deaths and Serious Injuries

• Change in RATE per 100 million vehicle kilometres of 
travel
• Injury crashes
• Deaths and Serious Injuries
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• Speed limit lowered from 100 km/h to 90 km/h
• 2011/12

SH2 Maramarua
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Comparison Length SH25 to Paeroa



SH2 Maramarua –Injury Crashes
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41% reduction 12% reduction



SH2 Maramarua –DSIs

41% reduction 11% reduction
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SH2 Maramarua –Injury Crash Rate

47% reduction 11% reduction
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SH2 Maramarua –DSI Rate

47% reduction 8% reduction
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SH2 Karangahake Gorge
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North of Site At Threshold Tight Curve Staight

Northbound Before 87.4 83.9 57.2 88.4

Northbound After 87.0 79.8 55.4 82.6

Northbound After

Southbound Before 88.0 82.9 60.5 85.7

Southbound After 87.1 81.8 58.8 82.0
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SH2 Karangahake Gorge –Injury Crashes

18% reduction 23% increase
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SH2 Karangahake Gorge –DSIs

35% reduction 25% increase
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SH2 Karangahake Gorge –Injury Crash Rate

23% reduction 3% reduction
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SH2 Karangahake Gorge –DSI Rate

40% reduction 1.6% reduction
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SH58 Pauatahanui



SH58 Pauatahanui–Injury Crashes

4% reduction 47% increase
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SH58 Pauatahanui–DSIs

71% reduction 12.5% decrease
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SH58 Pauatahanui–Injury Crash Rate

35% reduction 33.5% increase
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SH58 Pauatahanui–DSI Rate

75% reduction 26% reduction
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Summary  Net Reduction at Treated Sites

All interventions have been successful in reducing road trauma

With benefits in line with or exceeding those found internationally
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Thank you

wsp.com/nz


