HOROWHENUA DISTRICT

he Land Transport Safety Authority

(LTSA) has prepared this road safety

issues report. It is based on reported traffic
crash data and trends for the 1999-2003 period.
The intent of the report is to highlight key road
safety issues in the Horowhenua District.

The number of road users injured on Horowhenua District
roads during 2003 was 128. This number was an
improvement on 2002 when 135 casualties were reported.
The estimated social cost of traffic crashes in the
Horowhenua District during 2003 was $32.24 million, a
reduction from the previous year, which was $40.84
million.

Reducing road trauma involves a multi-pronged
approach, which includes education, engineering and
enforcement. A combination of these initiatives should be
used to address the major road safety issues affecting the
nation and the local area.

Horowhenua District must also consider the specific
major road safety issues affecting local road users. The
national major road safety issue of failure to give way
also features prominently in the crash statistics for the
Horowhenua District. Drivers losing control of their
vehicle is a common type of crash in the Horowhenua
District, particularly on rural roads with speed limits
greater than 70 km/h. Road users aged over 65 years are
over-represented in crashes on Horowhenua District roads
and driver fatigue has also been identified as a local issue.
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HOROWHENUA DISTRICT

<r> Intersections

While the number of injury-causing intersection crashes
within the Horowhenua District has fluctuated over the
1999-2003 period, over this time 30 percent of injury
crashes have occurred at intersections. More than half of
the reported injury crashes occurred at intersections in
urban areas with speed limits of 70 km/h or less..

Over 65 percent of injury-causing crashes recorded at
intersections in the Horowhenua District over the
1999-2003 period occurred on urban roads.

Injury crashes at intersections
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The majority of intersections within the Horowhenua
District require road users to exercise the give way rules
explained in The Official New Zealand Road Code.
Factors relating to driver behaviour such as failure to give
way or stop and poor observation were commonly
reported as contributing to intersection injury crashes in
recent years.

Factors involved in injury crashes at
intersections
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e Fatigue

Staying alert is crucial for safe driving. Fatigued drivers
may have slower reaction times, putting themselves and
others in danger when they encounter unusual,
unexpected or emergency situations.

Identification of the effects and presence of driver fatigue
is subjective and it is generally under-reported in crash
statistics. However, fatigue was still recorded as a
contributing factor in 10 percent of injury crashes in the
Horowhenua District over the 1999-2003 period. Ninety
percent of injury crashes involving fatigue occurred on
rural roads with speed limits greater than 70 km/h.

Fatigue-related crashes
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The human brain has an in-built clock to co-ordinate daily
cycles. The clock is programmed to make us feel sleepy
in the early hours of the morning and during the mid-
afternoon. Between 1999 and 2003 in the Horowhenua
District, the number and proportion of crashes involving
fatigue appear to be highest at these times.

Time of injury crashes 1999-2003
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HOROWHENUA DISTRICT

’ Loss of control

In the Horowhenua District, the total number of reported
crashes involving drivers losing control of their vehicle in
2003 was 95. Forty of these caused injuries to road users.
Over the 1999-2003 period, more than 40 percent of
injury-causing crashes have involved loss of control.

Loss of control crashes
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Between 1999 and 2003, over 75 percent of loss of
control type crashes occurred on rural roads with speed
limits greater than 70 km/h.

Travelling at a speed too fast for the conditions and poor
handling were the leading contributing factors to loss of
control injury crashes in the Horowhenua District in
recent years. The influence of road or environmental
factors such as slippery road surface due to rain, oil or
loose material such as gravel, or an obstruction on the
road caused by a slip or a fallen tree, were also
contributing factors.

Factors in loss of control injury crashes
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Older road users

The age distribution of injured road users for the whole of
New Zealand is different from the Horowhenua District.
The proportion of injured older road users in the
Horowhenua District is greater than the nationwide
proportion.

Age of injured road users 1999-2003
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Overall, loss of control was the most common injury
crash type reported within the Horowhenua District
during the 1999-2003 period. However, for injury
crashes involving drivers aged over 65 years,
crossing/turning movements and hitting the rear-end of a
vehicle or an obstruction were the most common crash
movements recorded.

Injury crash types involving older drivers
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A high proportion of crashes involving older road users
occurred at intersections. Over the 1999-2003 period in
the Horowhenua District, over 45 percent of injury
crashes involving drivers aged over 65 years occurred at
intersections.




Horowhenua District
overview plan

State highways and local
roads

Contacts
Land Transport Safety Authority

Regional Manager, Darryl Harwood
Road Safety Engineer, Tiffany Lester
Regional Education Adviser, Barbara Broederlow

See LTSA staff contact details at bottom of page

Horizons Regional Council (Roadsafe Central)

Road Safety Co-ordinator, Mary Mitchell
Private Bag 11 025

Palmerston North

Phone 06 9522 810

Transit New Zealand
Regional Manager, Errol Christiansen
PO Box 345
Wanganui
Phone 06 345 4173

Horowhenua District Council
Traffic Assets Engineer, Ross Nicholson
PO Box 4002
Levin
Phone 06 949 4949

New Zealand Police
Strategic Traffic Manager, Inspector Neil Wynne
Private Bag 11 040
Palmerston North

Palmerston North Regional Office
Corner Ashley and Ferguson Streets
PO Box 1947, Palmerston North
Phone 06 953 6296, Fax 06 953 6203
www.ltsa.govt.nz






