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AN IMPORTANT NOTE FOR THE READER 
 
Transit New Zealand and its employees or agents involved in the preparation and publication 
of this manual cannot accept any liability for its contents or for any consequences arising from 
its use.  People applying this manual must ensure compliance with all relevant legislation and 
regulations.  They should apply and rely upon their own skill and judgment, and should not 
rely on the manual's contents in isolation from other sources of advice and information.  In 
applying their own skill and judgment, the standards of safety and serviceability explicitly 
required or implied by this manual shall not be reduced. 
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FOREWORD 

The overall mission of Transit New Zealand is to promote policies and allocate resources to 
achieve a safe and efficient land transport system. 

Our bridges are an important component of the land transport system.  It is through good 
bridge design that Transit New Zealand can achieve safety and the economic use of resources.  
This manual for the design and evaluation of bridges carrying road and/or pedestrian traffic 
gives guidelines to meet that objective. 

This manual has been produced for Transit New Zealand by Opus International Consultants 
Limited, Wellington, New Zealand.  It incorporates the TNZ Bridge Manual first edition 
published in 1994 and the version reprinted in 2000 with amendment Nos; 1, 2 & 3.  The 
subsequent amendment No.4, a new amendment to the Design Statement section, and 
requirements for aesthetics are also introduced in this second edition. Reformatting of the 
manual has been undertaken and allows for future publication on the internet. 

Bridge technology is an area of ongoing research and refinement.  It is expected that this 
manual will be reviewed and amended in whole or in part from time to time.  Comments from 
practitioners will therefore be welcomed. 
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RECORD OF AMENDMENTS 

Changes since the previous amendment are indicated by a vertical line in the margin.  The 
date of issue or amendment of a page appears in the header on each page.  This page will be 
updated and reprinted each time a new amendment is released. 

Amendment 
Number 

Effective Date Description 

 
1 

 
23 July 2004 

 
June 2004 Amendment: 
 

(a) page v dated June 2003 replaced by page v 
dated June 2004, 

 
(b) Chapter 3: Design Loading, pages 3-1 to 3-16 

dated June 2003 replaced by pages 3-1 to     
3-18 dated June 2004, 

 
(c) Appendix B: Side Protection, pages B-1  to 

B-25 dated June 2003 replaced by pages B-1 
to B-25 June 2004 version. 

 
 

2  
 

27 Sept. 2004 
 
September 2004 Amendment: 
 

(a) page i, ii, v and ix dated June 2004 replaced 
by page i, ii, v and ix dated September 2004, 

(b) Chapters: 
2 Design – General Requirements 
3 Design Loading 
4 Analysis and Design Criteria 
5 Earthquake Resistant Design 
6 Evaluation of Bridges and Culverts  

 replaced in their entirety by September 2004 
version 

 
 
3 

 
29 July 2005 

 
July 2005 Amendment: 
 

(a) Page i, ii, and v dated September 2004 
replaced by page i, ii and v dated July 2005, 

(b) Chapter 1: Design Statement, page 1-4 dated 
June 2003 replaced by page 1-4 dated July 
2005. 
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AMENDMENT REGISTRATION 

Instructions for Holders 

To ensure this Manual is kept up to date, it is necessary to record your name for amendments. 
Amendments will be distributed to registered holders of this Manual. Complete a post card 
from the next sheet and return it to the Publications officer, Transit New Zealand, PO Box 
5084, Wellington, New Zealand, for registration. 

Subsequent holders should advise the Publications Officer, Transit New Zealand immediately 
the manual is obtained.  Post cards are supplied on the next sheet for this purpose.  Please 
ensure all details requested are supplied.  The name and address block below is to be amended 
also. 

Change of Address 

In the case of change of address, amend the address block below and forward a post card cut 
from the next sheet.  Please ensure all details requested are supplied. 

Amendments 

Failure to forward registration card or notify change of address will result in amendments not 
being supplied and this Manual will then become out of date.  Back copies of amendments are 
not always readily available. 

Holder's name and address 

PRIVATE 

ORIGINAL HOLDER    

1 Complete the holder's name and address 
block upon receipt. 

2 If you change your address forward a post 
card from the next sheet and alter address 
shown. 

 
Name: …………………………………… 
 
Address: ………………………………… 
 
.…………………………………………… 
 
……………………Postcode…………… 

  
Name: …………………………………… 
 
Address: ………………………………… 
 
.…………………………………………… 
 
……………………Postcode…………… 

SUBSEQUENT HOLDER  
  

1 Cross out Original Holder details and 
insert new details. 

2 Forward a post card from next sheet with 
your details. 

 
Name: …………………………………… 
 
Address: ………………………………… 
 
.…………………………………………… 
 
……………………Postcode…………… 

  
Name: …………………………………… 
 
Address: ………………………………… 
 
.…………………………………………… 
 
……………………Postcode…………… 
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