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Introduction
The NZ Transport Agency (née Transit New Zealand) 
has been planning for the State Highway 1 Kamo Bypass 
since 1989.
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Northern gateway indicative sketch
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Open informal landscape edge to
reinforce rural character.  Clusters of 
groups of specimen trees and landform 
that is sympathetic to the surrounding 
environment

WHANGAREI GOLF COURSE

Formal rows of trees and 
shrubs to create an avenue 
feel in urban environment

Threshold transition to 
urban environment

Pedestrian crossing, 
Spedding Road to 
cycleway/walkway

Series of stormwater 
ponds with appropriate 
native wetland planting 
to treat runoff and
create amenity

Smaller specimen trees planted in clusters of 3 to
create edge feature to cycle/pedestrian lane

Underpass - a ‘shared space’ zone with feature
concrete textures, paving, lighting and a raised table 
to slow traffic

Planted swalesNoise walls

Raised table to slow traffic

Retaining wall
Opportunity for artwork

‘Southern gateway’ with stormwater ponds and appropriate 
native wetland planting either side of the road and structured 
cabbage trees as gateway identity.
Opportunities for uplighting trees and artwork

‘Northern gateway’ entrance feature; 
a grove of cabbage trees to highlight 
the transition between the urban-
residential and open space.  
Opportunities for uplighting trees 
and artwork

Jack Street to be narrowed including kerb build-outs
for additional street tree and underplanting.  The 
kerb build-outs create parking bays and aim to 
reduce speed on this local road.  Native tree planting 
to screen noise walls

Design Intention:

The landscape treatment aims to integrate the new by-pass into the surrounding landscape incorporating 
rural open space character with the urban residential character.  

The landscape also aims to distinguish different zones along the by-pass through the use of different 
landscape themes.

Travelling from the south along Western Hills Drive you will approach a main intersection with Kamo Road.  
This intersection will act as the ‘Southern Gateway’.  The by-pass will be framed by two stormwater ponds, 
one either side of the by-pass entry and will be planted with appropriate native wetland plant species and 
structured  rows of cabbage trees.  There is potential for the larger wetland to become a recreational space 
with the possibility for a boardwalk and interpretational signage boards.  These two stormwater ponds are 
the first of a series of ponds and swales along the by-pass route which will be planted with appropriate 
native wetland species.

The majority of the by-pass will be planted to form bold planting swathes and block planting using a few 
native species of predominantly flaxes and grasses to create structure and interest with varying plant 
colours.  You will  also pass through an avenue of specimen tree planting between Walker Crescent and 
Spedding Road intersection which aims to help speed reduction of vehicles as the planting will resemble 
a more residential street tree planting treatment.

The ‘Northern Gateway’ will be formed by a large grove of cabbage trees either side of the by-pass.  The 
cabbage trees provide both structure and a buffer between the open space character and urban 
residential character.  

Along the by-pass there will also be a series of noise walls.  These walls may be constructed from steel 
posts and thick plywood.  Wire threads will be fixed from post to post to encourage a Tecomanthe (a native 
green leafed climber) to create a green wall to screen and prevent vandalism to the noise walls.  
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Cabbage tree grove Clusters of specimen treesAvenue of trees Indicative street lighting
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Stage one opened in 2005 and has been a great success.

Now the NZTA is pleased to welcome you to the 
completed Kamo Bypass Stage Two.


