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What are school speed zones? 
There are two types of school speed zone, ‘variable’ and 
‘advisory’. 

Electronic variable school zone signs are an 
enforceable speed limit that can be activated during 
peak school traffic times. 

The school zone speed limit may operate from  
35 minutes before school until the start of school, 

and from 20 minutes at the end of school, beginning no earlier 
than 5 minutes before the end of school. It may also operate 
for 10 minutes at any other time when vehicles are entering or 
leaving school grounds or there is pedestrian or cycle activity 
on the road outside the school.

When the school zone is active, the speed limit is 60km/h and 
will be displayed on an electronic sign. At all other times the 
speed limit is 80 or 90km/h.

An advisory school zone is where a static speed sign 
is in place near a school, advising motorists to slow 
when children are present. The speed on these signs 
is not enforceable. 

Blenheim to Nelson new speed limits


