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I have lived at  with my family for 32 years and have seen where all the issues are 
with traffic on this side of town. I use this road at least twice daily and know it well. 
The traffic danger areas for: 
- traffic turning right into Pickwick road 
- Traffic crossing (in either direction) SH3 between Double S Garage or Pukeko's nest and Rapanui 
road 
- Traffic exiting the Double S Garage or Pukeko's nest to SH3 in either direction 
- Traffic turning right on to Rapanui and joining Rapanui while there are vehicle movements 
occuring across the other side of the road which may be distracting. 
 
The late  of Double S kept a video log of close calls on the Rapanui road corner next 
to his garage and these were many and frequent. Nothing has changed. 
 
I seriously believe that the most acceptable change which will improve safety for this section of 
road is to simply extend the existing 70km zone to somewhere near Brown Brothers Bikes 
between Rapanui road and Blueskin road, which is effectively one extra kilometere of 70km/h. 
 
This would do away with the need for a speed change between Tirimoana and Pickwick Roads 
which for the past 20 years, has been nothing but a signal for northbound traffic to speed up 
when they spot the sign from the top of the hill next to Tirimoana. I have had speeding idiots in 
cars pass me on the right as I have been indicating to turn into Pickwick road and have had to 
take evasive action a number of times. Putting an 80km sign there will continue to be a visual 
prompt for them to speed up when they see it and 80km is not slow enough to effectively 
constrain the urge for people exiting Whnaganui not to speed. 
 
My neighbour while turning right into Pickwick, was rear-
ended by a speedster resulting in his trailer draw-bar going through most of the car and nearly 
killing or crippling him. If a speeding milk-tanker or B-train is bearing down behind you and traffic 
is coming towards you when you want to turn right on to Pickwick, there is nowhere to go other 
than to the batter on the left, but if another car stops beside you to turn to turn while you are 
there, things get really compicated and dangerous. 
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I seriously believe that the most acceptable change which will improve safety for this section of 
road is to simply extend the existing 70kph zone to somewhere near Brown Brothers Bikes 
between Rapanui Road and Blueskin Road, which is effectively one extra kilometre of 70kph. 
 
This would do away with the need for a speed change between Tirimoana and Pickwick Roads 
which for the past 20 odd years, has been nothing but a signal for northbound traffic to speed up 
when they spot the sign from the top of the hill next to Tirimoana. I have had speeding idiots in 
cars pass me on the right as I have been indicating to turn into Pickwick Road and have had to 
take evasive action a number of times. Putting an 80kph sign there will continue to be a visual 
prompt for them to speed up when they see it and 80kph is not slow enough to effectively 
constrain the urge for people exiting Whanganui not to speed. 
 
My neighbour  while turning right into Pickwick, was rear-
ended by a speedster resulting in his trailer draw-bar going through most of the car and nearly 
killing or crippling him. If a speeding milk-tanker or B-train is bearing down behind you and traffic 
is coming towards you when you want to turn right on to Pickwick, there is nowhere to go other 
than to the batter on the left, but if another car stops beside you to turn to turn while you are 
there, things get really complicated and dangerous. 
The speed limit sign between Pickwick and Tirimoana has a negative effect on road safety and 
must be removed and a turning lane like the one at Double-S Garage must be provided at the 
Pickwick Road turnoff to give improved safe access from SH 3 for the 40+ properties in Pickwick 
and Dickens Lane. 
 
Taking the current 70kph zone out to about Brown Brothers Bikes is the best and safest solution 
to improve traffic safety at all the current traffic danger spots here. 
 
So instead of travelling at 70kph for 500 metres, it will be 70kph for 1500 metres, adding 15 
seconds to the trip compared with your proposal which adds 19 seconds and affords less safety 
to motorists. 
 
Speed 
 
Travelled Metres/sec Distance(m) Secs 
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length which includes the growing Tirimoana Place subdivisions, past, current and future.  
Previous Councils have allowed a historic safety footpath in this 70km area, where-as any 
requests for such a pathway in other areas of the city are declined or ignored.  An example is 
Montgomery Road and Mosston Road.  Large roadside berms also exist giving good property 
separation.  There is no discussion in this document on possible safety mitigation to enable the 
70 km/hr speed limit to be maintained.  There is no discussion on mitigation effects such as a 
central flush median in this road length.  There is no evidence that trained traffic engineers have 
even been consulted.  Recommendation 1:    Given these circumstances a modified reduction in 
speed to 60 km/hr should be the maximum change.      Whanganui to Westmere Section:  This is 
clearly Rural Highway.    There are two recorded fatal road crashes in the last 20 years.  A 
pedestrian, this person by all accounts decided to lie on the road at night and got run over, 
surprisingly he died.  The second is a fatigue type crash, something could have happened along 
any road length, 2 dead.  In either case the highway speed limit cannot be considered a 
significant factor.  There are many minor traffic incidents but this is normal to any highway 
length.  A change from 100 to 80 km/h will make little difference to their number or outcome.  
Major development along this Highway includes a Service Station with a Cafe, a disused Dairy 
factory that has various commercial activities that come and go, and a Church.  There is also the 
Pickwick Road Intersection, the major Rapanui Road Intersection and Blueskin Road Intersection.  
It is many years since Rapanui Road intersection area and the associated curve were 
reconstructed.     Discussion of these rural features:  Pickwick Road Intersection:  An area with 
wide SH shoulders, appears to function well.  Service Station and Cafe,  Rapanui Road 
Intersection:    These three adjacent features are major traffic generators and conflict with 
through traffic.  Frontage of the adjacent three houses were occupied many years ago by NZTA 
to improve sightlines through this intersection and the commercial area.  There is no obvious 
recent traffic engineering and safety study to review this area since the major capital work.  At 
Rapanui Road I would review the  Give Way to a Compulsory Stop, consider revising the traffic 
island to allow left turn in and a left turn out from Rapanui Road.  An extreme option is to close 
the exit lane onto SH3 or close off the total intersection.    At the Service Station and Cafe, install 
a solid shoulder island across the frontage to control the entry and egress points.  Clearly the 
painted yellow hatching is abused with some parking obstructions.   Consider a solid central 
median.   This facility however does provided a useful motorist service, a fuel point and a rest 
stop.     Westmere Dairy Factory:  This site once handled milk deliveries including dairy tankers.  It 
was then a meat plant and has then morphed into other activities.  Clearly any further changes to 


















































