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SUBMISSION ON THE AUCKLAND ELECTRIC VEHICLES TRIAL BYLAW 
 
 

The BCA welcomes the opportunity to provide feedback on the Auckland Electric 
Vehicles Trial Bylaw. The proposed Bylaw and trial, and more importantly the 
objectives of the trial, are of significant interest to the bus and coach industry. As a 
key user of special vehicle lanes we are disappointed with the limited opportunity for 
engagement on this Bylaw and the fact the majority of the consultation period has 
fallen during the Christmas holidays. 
 
On principle the BCA is opposed to allowing electric vehicles (EVs) to access special 
purpose vehicle lanes, including bus lanes. The purpose of bus lanes and transit lanes 
is to reduce congestion and increase the efficiency and attractiveness of public 
transport services. Allowing EVs to access these lanes will achieve none of these 
outcomes, and over time can be expected to significantly detract from them.  
 
Overseas experience of allowing EVs to access bus lanes, most notably the 
experience in Norway, has demonstrated that such a policy can be expected to result 
in major impacts on public transport service efficiency over time. This seems to be 
supported by the New Zealand Transport Agency’s (NZTA) own advice on the matter, 
noted in a March 2015 briefing to the Minister. “The NZ Transport Agency has also 
advised that the four main corridors with bus lanes in Auckland are expected to be 
congested within 1-3 years”. 
 
The NZTA website states “This trial will help inform the design and roll out of long 
term electric vehicle access to special vehicle lanes”. As a result we oppose the 
Auckland Electric Vehicles Trial Bylaw.  
 
In addition to our general opposition to the Bylaw, we would like to provide feedback 
on specific aspects of the Bylaw.  
 
  



 

 

Choice of Trial Locations 
 
The choice of six priority bypass lanes to trial EV access is predicated on minimising 
the impact of the trial. However, we understand buses are likely to use priority bypass 
lanes and may therefore be impacted by the proposed trial. We are concerned about 
these impacts, especially given the timing of the trial (see below). 
 
Timing of the Trial 
 
The BCA is concerned the timing of the trial coincides with a notoriously busy period 
for Auckland’s roads and public transport services. The period of the trial is commonly 
known as “March Madness” when all school students, university students, and 
workers are all using transport networks at the same time – for the first time each 
year. Even slight disruptions to public transport routes should be avoided during this 
time. 
 
Objectives of the Trial 
 
The NZTA website states the trial will help inform the design and roll out of long term 
EV access to special vehicle lanes. There is no indication of how the trial will inform 
the design and roll out. A limited trial with the current fleet is unlikely to demonstrate 
the impact of allowing EVs in special vehicle lanes over the longer-term. The long 
term impacts could be significant, especially if the government is successful in 
encouraging the uptake of EVs and/or the price of EVs comes down to be equal with 
or even lower than the price of internal combustion engines as is widely predicted. 
 
Enforcement and Identification of Electric Vehicles 
 
The NZTA website states that EVs will be identified using a sticker. If this is the case 
the BCA suggests stickers be used that are of a similar size and legibility as L plates 
for learner drivers and H plates for High Productivity Motor Vehicles. The additional 
ambiguity caused by the policy of allowing EVs in special purpose lanes is likely to 
create greater enforcement issues. Any measures that can reduce this ambiguity will 
help enforcement.  
 
More broadly, the BCA has significant concerns about the enforcement of an 
increasingly ambiguous set of regulations for special purpose lanes. There are 
existing issues of single occupancy vehicles using T2/T3 lanes, and cars using bus 
lanes. Adding further ambiguity with the inclusion of EVs to the permitted users will 
only make enforcement more difficult and undermine the purpose of the lanes. 
 

 
  



 

 

Ongoing Engagement  
 
Should the proposed trial go ahead the bus and coach industry expects to be informed 
and engaged on the results and implications for any future roll out of EV access to 
special vehicle lanes. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Barry Kidd 
Chief Executive  
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