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: ‘’this section of SH2 currently sees around 

4,000 vehicles using it each day. Many of these are logging and farming trucks on their way 

to and from Napier’s port.’’ 



 

 

 

 ‘’The primary objective of this project is to improve route security...’’

 Whilst route security, safety and efficiency are the main drivers for this project, 

heavy maintenance of bridges, retaining walls and pavement will be necessary in the 

near future.’’ 

 The steep sides within the Matahorua Gorge result in significant falls of rock and 

debris, which together with flood damage, erosion and guardrail repair, generates a 

high annual maintenance expenditure. Periodically the gorge is closed to traffic 

because it is impassable offering a low level of route security’’ 

 

road freight has become an integral part of the region's economy 

reflective of its reliance on primary production, proximity to the ports of Napier and 

Gisborne, and the historical underinvestment and underutilisation of the region's rail 

infrastructure. SH2 has been specifically identified by the forestry industry as being critical 

to their current activities, due in part to the extra cost and time delays involved in the double 

handling of logs when using rail.’’ 
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