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Proposal Request for clarification 
raised 

Clarification 

24 - Allow for higher 
pressure inflation of 
heavy vehicle tyres if 
the manufacturer has 
specified a higher 
pressure 
 
Tyres and Wheels 
2001, clauses 2.4(2) & 
2.4(3) 
 
[See Omnibus 
Amendment 2018, 
clause 12.3] 

Is this amendment as a 
result of the high 
productivity motor 
vehicles higher mass 
limits? What impact, (if 
any) is there on road 
surface degradation as a 
result of maximum 
inflation pressure from 
825 kPa (120 psi) to 900 
kPa (130.5 psi)? 

The answer is no, the amendment was not 
raised as a result of HPMV. The main reasons 
for this proposed change and the impacts are: 

1. To allow for required (higher) 
inflation pressure to meet axle load 
requirements over the front axle of 
some trucks (i.e. there is an 
engine/transmission tare weight 
issue) – the weight over the front axle 
is determined by the factory-set 
vehicle cab-chassis design and the 
higher pressure is needed for some 
truck and tyre combinations. 

2. Despite the requirement in the Rule, 
the vast majority of operators follow 
tyre manufacturer recommended 
inflation pressures anyway (for safety 
and fuel efficiency), so the impacts on 
the pavement surface are already 
happening. 

3. There is no negative impact of 
subsurface pavement condition. 

 


