
  .MEMO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

 

 

To 

  

Kane Patena, Director of Land Transport 

CC:  Karina Morrow, Acting Senior Manager Regulatory Standards and Implementation 

From  Brian Nijman, Principal Technical Advisor, Regulatory Technical, Regulatory Standards and 
Implementation, on behalf of Waka Kotahi’s Speed Management Assessment Panel 

Date:  2 February 2023 

Subject:  Land Transport Rule: Setting of Speed Limits 2022―Director approval sought for 
speed limits changes―Wellington City Council 

Purpose  

To recommend you, as Director of Land Transport, approve various speed limit reductions in Wellington City. 
Attachment 1 is a letter for your signature to Transitional Programme Manager, Transport Planning, Wellington 
City Council, approving the proposed speed limits, based on the assessment below. 

Background 

Director power to consider Alternative Method proposal 

Clause 2.6 of the Land Transport Rule: Setting of Speed Limits 2022 (the Rule) [Attachment 2 refers] provides 
for the Director to give approval, under the Alternative Method, for an RCA to set a speed limit when a speed 
management plan is not applicable (including as a transitional provision, before an RCA’s first speed 
management plan has been certified).  

Clause 2.6(4) states: “(4) The Director must give their approval if they are satisfied that good reason exists 
for the proposed speed limit to be set before the next relevant plan is published (including before an interim 
plan has been published)”. 

The Alternative Method is applicable in this instance, as the Rule provides for it to be used to obtain Director 
approval for speed management proposals before the speed management plan has been certified. 

Attachment 3 is the Terms of Reference for the Waka Kotahi Speed Management Assessment Panel (the 
Panel), which enables it to comment on whether a speed limit change proposal submitted for Director approval 
through a pathway other than a speed management plan, should be considered a plan for certification 
purposes. 

The proposals 

On 15 December 2022, Wellington City Council wrote to Waka Kotahi seeking your approval for speed 
reductions in Wellington City to support delivery of transitional walk, bike and bus improvements. The speed 
limit proposals are summarised overleaf and expanded upon in Attachment 4. 
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Table 1: Speed limit proposals: Aro Valley 

Area Street 

Current 
speed limit 

(km/h) 

Waka 
Kotahi’s 

estimate of 
the Safe 

and 
Appropriate 

Speed 

(km/h) 

Proposed 
speed 
limit 

(km/h) 

Aro Valley Aro Street – from 38 Aro St to 116 Aro St 30 30 No 
change 

Aro Valley Aro Street – from 38 Aro St to Willis St (150 
metres) 

50 40 30 

Aro Valley Aro Street – from 116 Aro St to 148 Aro St 
(150 metres) 

50 40 30 
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Figure 1: Proposed speed limits in Aro Valley 

Table 1: Speed limit proposals: Ngaio/Kaiwharawhara 

Area Street 

Current 
speed 
limit 

(km/h) 

Waka Kotahi 
estimate of 

the Safe and 
Appropriate 

Speed 

(km/h) 

Propose
d speed 

limit 

(km/h) 

Kaiwharawhara Cameron St 50 30 30 

Ngaio Crofton Road (Ngaio roundabout to 2 Kenya St) 50 30 30 

 

 



 

4 

 

Figure 2: Proposed speed limits in Ngaio and Kaiwharawhara 

 

Public consultation 

Public consultation was carried out on the speed limit reductions, as part of the traffic resolution consultation 

for the street layout changes.  

For the Ngaio and Kaiwharawhara proposed changes, 348 responses were received and 71% of submitters 

supported the proposed speed reductions. Some submitters wanted to see speed reductions extended to all 

of Kenya St, however this will be investigated as part of the council’s wider speed management planning for 

the city, to be undertaken in 2023.  

For the Aro Valley proposed changes, 555 responses were received and 82% of submitters support the 

proposed speed reduction on Aro St. Many submitters requested the safer speed zone to extend further up 

Aro St. Accordingly, a 150-metre extension of the existing 30 km/h speed zone is recommended from 116 to 

148 Aro St. This aligns well with a raised platform that is being installed 120 metres west of the existing 30 

km/h speed zone to slow vehicles.  

The Wellington City Council Regulatory Processes Committee – Koata Hātepe – considered oral 
submissions on December 1 and approved the speed limit reductions at their committee meeting on 
December 14, 2022.  

Assessment 

These proposals are consistent with the Waka Kotahi information and guidance on speed management and 
they meet the requirements of the Rule. 

The two instances where the proposed speed limit is lower than Waka Kotahi’s estimate of the safe and 
appropriate speed is explained by the fact that Aro Street is part of Wellington City Council’s cycle network. A 
30 km/h speed limit is appropriate where active modes are present. 

Conclusion 

In light of the information above, the Panel considers the ‘good reason’ condition under Clause 2.6 has as 
being met for the proposals to reduce speed limits in the Wellington city, and we therefore support the 
proposals presented. 

 

Brian Nijman 

Principal Advisor, Regulatory Technical 

Regulatory Standards and Implementation 

02/February/2023 

 

Endorsed 
 

 

 

Karina Morrow 

Acting Senior Manager Regulatory Standards and Implementation 

08  /February/2023 

Attachments 
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• Attachment 1 Proposed letter for signature to Wellington City Council, approving the proposed 

speed limits under the Alternative Method provided for under Clause 2.6 of the Land 

Transport Rule: Setting of Speed Limits 2022 

• Attachment 2 Land Transport Rule: Setting of Speed Limits 2022―Clause 2.6: Alternative 

method for Agency (as RCA) or territorial authorities to set speed limits: 

Director approval before next plan (extract) 

• Attachment 3 Waka Kotahi Speed Management Assessment Panel―Terms of Reference 

• Attachment 4 Speed limit proposals in Wellington City 

 

 

Recommendations 

1. Approve the proposed speed limits on roads in Wellington city, as proposed by 
Wellington City Council. 

Yes No 

2. Sign the enclose letter to the Transport Planning, Wellington City Council, advising your 
approval of these proposals under the Alternative Method pathway, as provided for 
under Clause 2.6 of the Land Transport Rule: Setting of Speed Limits 2022. 

Yes No 

   

Signed 

 

 

Kane Patena 

Director of Land Transport 

09 / February /2022 

  



 Attachment 1:  

Letter to Wellington City Council, approving the proposed speed limits 

   . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 

 

 

    

Chews Lane Office  

50 Victoria Street  

Private Bag 6995  

Wellington 6141  

New Zealand 

www.nzta.govt.nz  
  

3 February 2023  

  

  

Claire Pascoe 

Transitional Programme Manager  

Transport Planning  

Wellington City Council  

 

claire.pascoe@wcc.govt.nz 

  

 

 

Dear Claire,  

Land Transport Rule: Setting of Speed Limits 2022―Director approval to set speed limits 

Thank you for your email dated 15 December 2022, requesting Director of Land Transport approval for various 

speed limits in Wellington city, in accordance with the Alternative Method process provided for under Clause 

2.6 of the Land Transport Rule: Setting of Speed Limits 2022.  

I am satisfied, in line with Clause 2.6(4), good reason exists for the proposed speed limits. I therefore approve 

these proposals. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in contact with Karina Morrow (Acting Senior Manager 

Regulatory Standards and Implementation Te Rōpū Waeture - Regulatory Services Group)  

(karina.morrow@nzta.govt.nz).  

  

 

Your sincerely,   

 

 

 

Kane Patena Director of Land Transport   



Attachment 2: 

Land Transport Rule: Setting of Speed Limits 2022―Clause 2.6: Alternative 
method to set speed limits: Director approval before next plan 
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Rule extract from Section 2―Speed Limits 



Attachment 3:  
Speed Management Assessment Panel―Terms of Reference 
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Attachment 4:  

Proposed speed limit reductions in Wellington City 
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