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To 

  

Kane Patena, Director of Land Transport 

CC:  Karina Morrow, Acting Senior Manager Regulatory System Design 

From  Brian Nijman, Principal Technical Advisor, Regulatory Technical, Regulatory 
System Design, on behalf of Waka Kotahi’s Speed Management Assessment 
Panel 

Date:  16 February 2023 

Subject:  Land Transport Rule: Setting of Speed Limits 2022―Director approval 
sought for speed limits changes―submitted by the Northland 
Transportation Alliance on behalf of Far North District Council 

Purpose  

To recommend you, as Director of Land Transport, approve various speed limit reductions in 
Moerewa in the Far North.  Attachment 1 is a letter for your signature to Speed Limits Project 
Manager, Northland Transportation Alliance, approving the proposed speed limits, based on the 
assessment below. 

Background 

Director power to consider Alternative Method proposal 

Clause 2.6 of the Land Transport Rule: Setting of Speed Limits 2022 (the Rule) [Attachment 2 
refers] provides for the Director to give approval, under the Alternative Method, for an RCA to set a 
speed limit when a speed management plan is not applicable (including as a transitional provision, 
before an RCA’s first speed management plan has been certified).  

Clause 2.6(4) states: “(4) The Director must give their approval if they are satisfied that good 
reason exists for the proposed speed limit to be set before the next relevant plan is published 
(including before an interim plan has been published)”. 

The Alternative Method is applicable in this instance, as the Rule provides for it to be used to 
obtain Director approval for speed management proposals before the next speed management 
plan has been certified. 

Attachment 3 is the Terms of Reference for the Waka Kotahi Speed Management Assessment 
Panel (the Panel), which enables it to comment on whether a speed limit change proposal 
submitted for Director approval through a pathway other than a speed management plan, should 
be considered a plan for certification purposes. 

The proposals 

On 7 February 2023, the Northland Transportation Alliance sought your approval [Attachment 4 
refers] to amend three speed limits, as outlined below, provided for in the Far North Interim Speed 
Management Plan (the Plan) which you had previously certified. The proposed amendments are as 
follows: 

1. Amendment 1:  Otiria Road 60 km/h – from 200 metres west of intersection with Kingi 

Road to Otiria/Pokapu Intersection, and deletion of 80 km/h section on Otiria Road 
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This amendment is consistent with the original proposed speed limit changes publicly 

consulted on for the Plan. After hearing further submissions more recently, Council 

proposes this revised speed limit for Otiria Road, as depicted in Figure 1, overleaf: 

 

Figure 1: Proposed speed limits on Otiria Road, Morerewa 

 

2. Amendment 2:  Moerewa School—Intersection of Otiria/Snowden Roads to 

intersection Otiria/Willowbrook Roads. Includes Willowbrook Road and Lucas 

Road—30 km/h permanent. 

Resulting from subsequent consultation, this amendment changes the speed limit outside 

of Moerewa School from a 30 km/h variable speed limit (applicable during times of 

operation) to a  

30 km/h permanent speed limit (applying all times). The Panel considers this a positive 

move from a safety standpoint, consistent with the Speed Management Guide.  

The revised speed limit is depicted in Figure 2: 

 

Figure 2: Revised speed limit outside Moerewa School 
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3. Amendment 3:  Station Road (outside Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Taumarere)—

reducing existing 40 km/h permanent speed limit to a 30 km/h permanent speed limit 

This amendment would lower the speed limit on Station Road to comply with the 

designation of Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Taumarere as a Category 1 school / Kura. This 

was originally consulted upon in the Kaitaia—Awaroa—Kohukohu and Moerewa Speed 

Limit Review but not included in the Plan. The revised speed limit on Station Road is 

depicted in Figure 3, overleaf: 

 

Figure 3: Revised speed limit outside Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Taumarere 

Figure 4 depicts the speed limits in Moerewa as a whole (as provided for in the Far North Interim 
Speed Management Plan and modified by the current proposals) 

 

 

Figure 4: Speed Limits in Moewera after implementation of the proposed speed limits 
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Assessment 

The Speed Management Assessment Panel met on 14 February 2023 and agreed the ‘good 
reason’ condition under Clause 2.6 has as being met for the proposals to reduce speed limits in 
Moerewa, and we therefore support the proposals presented.  

 

Brian Nijman 

Principal Advisor, Regulatory Technical 

Regulatory System Design 

16 February 2023 

 

Endorsed 
 

 

 

Karina Morrow 

Acting Senior Manager Regulatory System Design 

16 February 2023 

 

Attachments 

• Attachment 1 Proposed letter for signature to Northland Transportation Alliance, 
approving the proposed speed limits under the Alternative Method 
provided for under Clause 2.6 of the Land Transport Rule: Setting of 
Speed Limits 2022 

• Attachment 2 Land Transport Rule: Setting of Speed Limits 2022―Clause 2.6: 
Alternative method for Agency (as RCA) or territorial authorities to set 
speed limits: Director approval before next plan (extract) 

• Attachment 3 Waka Kotahi Speed Management Assessment Panel―Terms of 
Reference 

• Attachment 4 Speed limit proposals email from Northern Transportation Alliance 
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Recommendations 

1. Approve the proposed speed limits on roads in Moerewa, as proposed by Northland 
Transportation Alliance. 

Yes No 

2. Sign the enclose letter to the Speed Limits Project Manager, Northland Transportation 
Alliance, advising your approval of these proposals under the Alternative Method 
pathway, as provided for under Clause 2.6 of the Land Transport Rule: Setting of 
Speed Limits 2022. 

Yes No 

   

Signed 

 

 

Kane Patena 

Director of Land Transport 

17 / February / 2022 

  



 Attachment 1:  

Letter to Northland Transportation Alliance, approving the proposed speed limits 

   . 
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           Chews Lane Office  

              50 Victoria Street  

              Private Bag 6995  
Wellington 6141  

New Zealand 

www.nzta.govt.nz  
  

16 February 2023  

  

  

Shawn Baker 

Speed Limits Project Manager 

Northland Transportation Alliance 

 

shawn.baker@wdc.govt.nz  

 

 

Dear Shawn,  

Land Transport Rule: Setting of Speed Limits 2022―Director approval to set speed limits 

Thank you for your email dated 7 February 2023, requesting Director of Land Transport approval for 

various speed limits in Moerewa.  

I am satisfied, in line with Clause 2.6(4) of the Land Transport Rule: Setting of Speed Limits 2022, 

good reason exists for the proposed speed limits. I therefore approve these proposals. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in contact with Karina Morrow (Acting 

Senior Manager Regulatory System Design, Te Rōpū Waeture - Regulatory Group)  

(karina.morrow@nzta.govt.nz).  

  

 

Your sincerely,   

 

 

 

Kane Patena  

Director of Land Transport   

mailto:shawn.baker@wdc.govt.nz


Attachment 2: 

Land Transport Rule: Setting of Speed Limits 2022―Clause 2.6: Alternative 
method to set speed limits: Director approval before next plan 
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Rule extract from Section 2―Speed Limits 



Attachment 3:  
Speed Management Assessment Panel―Terms of Reference 
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Attachment 4:  

Proposed speed limit reductions in Moerewa 
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From: Shawn Baker | NTA <shawn.baker@nta.govt.nz> 
Sent: Tuesday, 7 February 2023 12:41 pm 
To: Brian Nijman 
Cc: Elizabeth Stacey | NTA 
Subject: Moerewa speed Management Plan Minor Amendment 
Attachments: Moerewa Amended Speed Limits - 7 Feb 2023.pdf 
 
1. CAUTION: The sender of this email is from outside Waka Kotahi. Do not click links, attachments, or 

reply unless you recognise the sender’s email address and know the content is safe. 
 
Brian 
 

As discussed on the telephone, we need to make a couple of minor adjustments to the Certified Speed 
Management Plan for the Moerewa Urban Area.  These amendments are to correct an error that was 
made in the certified plan where a decision of Council was not accurately reflected in the final map, and 
to comply with the 2022 Setting of speed Limits Rule around Schools. 
 

Amendment 1:  Otiria 60kph – from 200 m west of intersection with Kingi Road to Otiria/Pokapu 
Intersection, and deletion of 80 kph section on Otiria Road 
This amendment is consistent with the original proposed speed limit changes that were publicly notified 
and consulted on.  As a result of community feedback received, the original proposal was amended in a 
staff Recommendations Report (to that which was certified).  However, after hearing submissions, Council 
and consideration of the Recommendations Report, Council decided to amend the Recommendation back 
to what was originally proposed, with minor boundary adjustments.  This final decision was not followed 
through properly in the maps submitted for certification. 
The amendment to the Certified Plan we are seeking has been fully and specifically consulted on. 
 

Amendment 2:  Moerewa School - Intersection of Otiria/Snowden to intersection Otiria/Willowbrook 
Road.  Includes Willowbrook Rd and Lucas Rd – 30 kph permanent. 
 

This Amendment is a minor amendment changing the School Speed Limit from 30kph Variable to 30kph 
permanent in order to comply with the Setting of Speed Limits Rule 2022 and avoid the necessity to make 
signage changes within a short period of time.  The School Speed Zone was fully consulted on as part of 
the proposals relating to Moerewa.  Additional consultation has also been undertaken with Moerewa 
School. 
 
Amendment 3:  Station Road (School Zone) – all of Station Road from 40kph perm to 30 kph permanent 
This amendment is to amend the School Speed Limit Zone to comply with the Setting of Speed Limits Rule 
2022.  This road was part of the original proposals that were subject to consultation in the Kaitaia - 
Awaroa - Kohukohu and Moerewa Speed Limit Review.  Additional consultation was undertaken directly 
with the school, and a letter drop was undertaken seeking feedback from the local community on the 
additional amendment.  
 

I have attached an updated map that incorporates the above amendments for your records. 
 

Please do not hesitate to call me if you have any additional questions. 
 

Thanks 
 
2. Shawn Baker   
3. Speed Limits Project Manager | Northland Transportation Alliance   
4. Level 1, Walton Plaza, 4 Albert Street | Private Bag 9023, Whangarei 0148 |   
5. Ph 09 430 4200 | E shawn.baker@wdc.govt.nz   

mailto:shawn.baker@wdc.govt.nz
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6.  
The Northland Transportation Alliance is a partnership of Northland’s Councils, with Waka Kotahi (NZTA), 
for better transport outcomes. The information contained within this email may be confidential. 
Therefore, if you have received this in error, you should delete it immediately and advise the sender 
noting that information contained within this communication should not be used or transmitted in any  




