




 

• Deaths as result of suicide or medical events (eg heart attacks) are excluded from the official 
count of road deaths. 

• Data is limited to fatal crashes occurring on or after 1 January 2011. 

• A vehicle's speed prior to a crash is calculated based on the attending police officer's 
estimation. 

• Whether a vehicle had speed greater than the speed limit prior to the crash is based on TCR 
data recorded. There are cases where a vehicle's speed has been unable to be determined 
prior to the crash, the vehicle's speed prior to the crash has not been recorded, or the speed 
limit (including temporary speed limit) has not been recorded. In these instances, the crash is 
excluded from this category. 

• The cause of a crash is unable to be attributed to any one aspect of the crash (eg Travel 
Speed, or vehicle speed prior to the crash) based on TCR data. 

• The road safety factor group "Travel Speed" includes factors such as "Too fast for conditions" 
as well as "Over the speed limit." 

• Contributing factors are selected manually when recorded in a TCR, as such not all relevant 
factors (for example, "Over the speed limit") may be selected when crash details are recorded. 

• Most crashes have factors in multiple road safety factor groups, as such the sum of the total 
crashes across the road safety factor groups is more than the total number of crashes. 

 
I trust this information fulfills your request. In accordance with the policy of Waka Kotahi, this response 
will be published on the external website shortly.  
 
If you would like to discuss this reply with Waka Kotahi, please contact Kerry Greig, Manager Data 
Services, by email at kerry.greig@nzta.govt.nz. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Galina Mitchelhill 
Senior Manager, Research and Analytics 
 




