David Lorier

From: Stephanie Slattery

Sent: Friday, 1 April 2022 4:44 pm

To:

Cc Adrian Bathgate

Subject: FW: MEDIA RELEASE: SH1B East of Hamilton closed - detour in place
Attachments: Train track dislodged.jpg

Hi-, here are the details as promised. Media release just out.

Stephanie Slattery

Principal Advisor, Communications and Engagement - Waikato
Te Waka Kotuia | Engagement and Partnerships

Email: stephanie.slattery@nzta.govt.nz

Phone:

Waka Kotahi New Zealand Transport Agency

From: Natasha Utting <natasha.utting@nzta.govt.nz>
Sent: Friday, 1 April 2022 4:40 PM
Subject: MEDIA RELEASE: SH1B East of Hamilton closed - detour in place
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SH1B east of Hamilton closed, detour in place

State Highway 1B east of Hamilton is temporarily closed at the southern end of Telephone Road with
detours in place to prevent ongoing damage to the level crossing.

A section of railway line was dislodged last week (see photo attached) and the level crossing needs to
be closed in order to maintain the safety of trains on the track, Waka Kotahi System Manager Waikato
Cara Lauder says.

“This is the third time in three years tracks have been damaged at this location and while this repair
was relatively quick, we need to close the level crossing while we investigate options to prevent this
happening again,” Ms Lauder says, adding that an update on reopening is expected next week.

It is believed the damage is being caused by the Holland Road/Telephone Road intersection being
lower than the level crossing, causing trucks to scrape over the crossing and dislodge the rail track.

“While we appreciate this temporary closure is inconvenient for local residents and through traffic we
have to take the safety first approach. It’s simply too risky to continue to allow traffic to use the level
crossing in its current form, as the consequences of further damage to the tracks could include a train
derailment,” Ms Lauder says.



Northbound traffic is being detoured along Holland Road, Waverley Road and Seddon Road, with
southbound traffic following the same detour in reverse.

This detour, which is suitable for all trucks including HPMVs, will add approximately five minutes to a
journey along SH1B.

Plan ahead for a safe, enjoyable journey. Keep up to date with:

COVID-19 services update: nzta.govt.nz/COVID19

Traffic updates: journeys.nzta.govt.nz/traffic

Facebook: facebook.com/NZTAWaikatoBoP

Twitter: twitter.com/WakaKotahiWaiBP

Journey planner: journeys.nzta.govt.nz

Phone: 0800 4 HIGHWAYS (0800 44 44 49)

For more information please contact:

Natasha Utting

Media Manager

Mobile: SIS
Email: Natasha. Uttina@nzta.qovt.nz
Website: nzta.qovt.nz
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Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency works te create transport solutions for all New Zealanders — from helping new
drivers earn their licences, to leading saféty/Campaigns to investing in public transport, state highways and local roads.

© 2021 Waka Ketabi NZ Transport Agency, all
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