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 Breakdowns on Auckland Harbour Bridge 
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 Serious Incidents requiring closure of the Auckland Harbour Bridge 

TOC closure recommendations 
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Partial lane closures 

The joint decision to close lanes on the AHB will be made by the Remote Incident Manager, the Transport 
Agency’s Network Operations Manager and / or the Motorway Police Sergeant after receiving advice from 
their staff.  Possible scenarios include: 
 Trucks and motorcycles prohibited from eastern or western extensions (clip-ons); 
 Alternate lanes closed; 
 AHB closed to all trucks and motorcycles; 
 Eastern or western extensions (clip-ons) closed; 
 Full closure of all lanes. 
 
Full closure of the Auckland Harbour Bridge 

The joint decision to restrict access or close the AHB will be made by either the Transport Agency’s Network 
Operations Manager and / or the Motorway Police Sergeant after receiving advice from their staff. 
 
Preparedness 

High winds affecting the Auckland Harbour Bridge are usually predictable due to modern weather 
monitoring and forecasting technology and should be prepared for in advance due to the number of traffic 
management resources required.  The following levels of alert should be used; 
 

Green Alert Resources identified and notified to be available if required. 

Amber Alert Resources identified, notified and standing by at central location (e.g. Reliable Way) 

Red Alert Resources identified, notified and standing by at holding point near station; able to effect 
closure within 2 minutes of activation. 

 
Police  

 Will provide marked vehicle with active “Queues Ahead” warning sign at the tail of queues. 
 
ASM Incident Response Crews  

Follow instructions from ATOC-Smales / Police to install traffic management as per TMP below; 
 
 Close the following Southbound access points; 

o Onewa Road southbound on ramp; 
o Northern Motorway (adjacent Onewa Interchange) 
o Northern Motorway (Onewa southbound busway bridge) 

 Open up barrier near Northern MLB garage to allow southbound traffic 
to U turn into northbound lanes under Police (or AHB Crew) 
management; 

 Direct and manage southbound traffic undertaking U turns into 
northbound lanes near northern MLB garage; 

 Close the following Northbound access points: 
o Curran Street on ramp; 
o Fanshawe Street on ramp; 
o Wellington Street on ramp; and 
o Westhaven Drive (if required); (not accounted for in below TMP) 

RELE
ASED U

NDER THE O
FFIC

IAL I
NFORMATIO

N ACT 19
82



 
Emergency Management Plan 

 

NZ TRANSPORT AGENCY 
   REVISION 2.3 // PAGE 107 OF 169 
 

o Southern Motorway (adjacent to SH1NB-SH16WB Link) 
 
 Establish portable VMS on Fanshawe Street warning of motorway closure. 

 If additional portable VMS are available, establish at Nelson Street off 
ramp; 

 Implement appropriate emergency detours; 
 Drive detour route and ensure adequate signage and clear directions; 

and 
 Have sweeper and sucker trucks on standby to remove debris from 

carriageways, before motorway is reopened, if required. 
 
Suggested emergency TMP for closure of the Auckland Harbour Bridge can be found below. 
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